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A POSSIBLE GRAPHIC CONNECTION BETWEEN THE SHEMA® PRAYER
(DEUT. 6:4) AND THE MAGEN DAVID (SHIELD OF DAVID)

RoNNY REICH
Zinman Institute of Archaeology, University of Haifa

(pp. 170-174)

This paper proposes a possible graphic connection between the first verse of the shema ‘ prayer in Deut. 6:4: mi> Y8 ¥nw
IR M 10n2x (“Hear, Oh Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord”) and the Jewish symbol of the hexagram, commonly known
as the magen david (“Shield of David”). The proposed connection is related to the ¥ and 7 in the first and last words of the
first verse of the prayer, traditionally written in enlarged letters, and the graphic representation of the hexagram. Both letters,
as portrayed in palaco-Hebrew script (and particularly in Samaritan script) consist of triangles standing opposite one another.
Both, the enlarged letters as well as the hexagram first appear in Spain in the 13th century CE. Several of the Jewish sages
of Spain were familiar with palaco-Hebrew script through ancient coins and contact with sages of the Samaritan community.

The author cannot offer definitive proof that such a connection was made in medieval times or perhaps earlier, and it may
be merely a curious coincidence. It is hoped that experts in the fields of Jewish art and mysticism may contribute additional
data to support or refute such a possible connection.



